Oamaru's blue penguins continue to thrive
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From humble beginnings of 33 breeding pairs in 1993, the colony of blue penguins at the Oamaru Blue Penguin Colony (Quarry) now numbers 136 breeding pairs.  Occupying a disused quarry, the colony has fostered a popular tourism operation attracting around 80,000 visitors per year.  Monitoring of the Quarry pairs and at a nearby control site at Oamaru Creek (Creek) has shown reproductive success amongst the highest recorded for the species.  Oamaru blue penguins regularly begin breeding during the winter months and commonly double brood.  In eight of the 14 breeding seasons from 1994-2007, over 20% of breeding pairs produced a double brood.  This high reproductive output resulted in an average annual chicks fledged per pair of 1.75 at the Quarry and 1.66 at the Creek.  Preliminary analyses of survival rates of the penguins show that, at the Quarry colony, the average annual adult survival of males and females is 87% and juveniles 38%.  The observed rate of population increase at the Quarry averages 11% annually. The ongoing success of these two colonies provides an example of how tourism when it is properly managed can benefit not only the local economy but the wildlife that is the centre of the tourism focus.

